Minutes of meeting of URAEG held at CIES Conference held on March 23, 2008 in Charleston, SC in Room 1203 of the Francis Marion Hotel.

Present: Debbie Curry (Ithaca), Leslie Graybeal (UGA), Kelly McFaden (UGA), Diane Napier (UGA), Charles Blake (UMD), Reitumetse Mabokela (MSU), Donal Brent Edwards (UMD), Masakazu Mitsumura (Arizona), Elizabeth Kalnin (OISE), Makiko Hayashi (University of Waseda), Clancie Wilson (Roger Williams University), Judith Obiero (U of Mass)

The meeting commenced at 2:40 p.m.

Members introduced themselves and the Chair welcomed new members/first time attendees.

Distribution of UREAG travel grants: Hilary Landorf, CIES Treasurer read names of persons receiving UREAG cheques.

This is the UREAG grant list of 2009:

Judith Obiero, $300

Elizabeth Kalnin, $200

Donald Edwards, $200

Charles Blake, $200

Makiko Hayashi, $200

Masakazu Mitsumura, $200

Baaska Anderson, $200

Claudia Grigorescu, $300

Joan Oviawe, $400

Katrina Hutchinson, $200

Kyung Eun Jahng, $200

Diedre Williams, $300

Maya Satlykgyljova, $400

Olena Fimyar, $300

Tavis Jules, $200

Leadership Issues: Chaired twice and this is an anomaly.  In Hawaii in 2006 changed manner in which officers were elected.  Was elected Vice Chair in Hawaii in 2006 and has served ever since in that capacity until NY in 2007 when he was elected as Chair.  Asked that members enforce constitutional provision and allow him to step down.  Requested that the website to be changed to reflect new officials in charge of UREAG.  Discussed need for leader to have support and not have to lead in isolation.

Committee that was supposed to be set up to issue grant funds.  Shared criteria used to issue funds in the current year

Establishment of UREAG Travel Grants Award Committee: The Chair proposed Nominate for the coordination of UREAG 3 or 4 persons.  Clancey Wilson, Debbie Curry, Charles Blake and Reitu Mabokela volunteered for the travel grants award committee for 2010 to promote transparency.  It was agreed that persons serving will not qualify for receipt of an award.  The group agreed to coordinate itself.  The Chair will make the announcement to the membership to signal when the decision needs to be made for the grant of awards.

UREAG Website: Recommended that changes to the website be made through the University of Florida where Chair of CIES secretariat is based.

Election of Officers: Secretary has completed her doctoral degree and will no longer serve as secretary.  The Chair described the duties of the secretary to members present and opened the floor for members to nominate a new secretary to the organization.  Kelly McFaden was nominated by Diane Napier to serve as Secretary.  The nomination was seconded by Debbie Curry and passed unanimously. The secretary was urged to help promote the visibility of UREAG by including issues relating to UREAG in the CIES newsletter.  The secretary and the Chair will work together to retrieve information that has been lost on UREAG for the past 3 years. 

Distinction was made between resignation of Chair and the early abdication of duties due to extenuating circumstances in years prior. 

The Chair indicated his desire to step down and requested that the members give leave to have his position overtaken by the current Vice Chair in light of the increased responsibility he undertook in the previous Chair’s absence.  He is willing to serve out his term which ends in 2010.  The Chair raised fundamental issues re: serving his 2 terms.  The committee requested that the Chair complete his 2-year term in keeping with the constitutional provisions and he agreed.

Selection criteria 

Another agenda item: URAEG now has $4,000.  Issue of lack of representation of UREAG in CIES decision-making.  What purpose does the organization serve beyond issuing travel grants?

How URAEG officials work.  Can be very busy and things easily slip.  16 members attended last year including those who get their awards.  Members seem to rotate from year to year.  Do we have a real membership base?

Former president asked all to consider the objectives of URAEG and in particular the president.  Large listserv built and information from CIES sent out and this gave sense of ownership of URAEG.  Lamented the decline in communication via the listserv and failure to maintain the website.  Urged members to work together and to solidify under a strong leadership.

Highlighted session: Members were asked to note the UREAG Village Dialog titled ‘Academics at Risk: Academic Freedom Challenges in the 21st Century’ to be held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday March 24th.  The Chair encouraged members to attend.  The event will be planned and prepared by the Vice President in keeping with UREAG’s tradition. The Vice President inquired whether any members had suggestions for next year’s village dialog.  Suggestions are to be emailed to the Secretary.

UREAG Travel Grants: 31 applicants for $4,000 and 16 grants awarded.  Amounts varied between $200 and $400.  The Chair read the criteria for awards to be made.  The Chair suggested that these criteria might be used by the committee for next year.  Members moved and unanimously passed a motion authorizing the Chair to award travel grants to waiting list members if awardees of travel grants failed to show up for the conference.  The Chair will pass the funds onto the Vice President in his absence and the Vice Chair will pass the funds onto the Secretary in her absence for disbursement. 

UREAG participation in World Council for Education Society Meeting 2010: Members were asked to consider participating as a group in the meeting of the World Council for Education Society Meeting 2010.  This is umbrella organization for comparative education societies.  Members were encouraged to prepare and submit a paper on behalf of UREAG to be held in Istanbul in 2010.

Next CIES meeting date: Next CIES meeting to be held in Chicago (February 28 - March 4, 2010)

The meeting ended at 3:40 p.m.

