
Launch of Gulf Comparative Education Society at CIES Conference in Charleston

During the annual CIES conference, held in Charleston, SC, Dr. Daniel Kirk (American University of Sharjah), in his position as Founding President, launched the new Gulf Comparative Education Society (GCES). The GCES is a new initiative, aimed at creating a forum for dialogue and collaboration among those working in the Education and Development sectors in the Arabian Gulf region, as well interested individuals outside of the region.

The GCES has been supported by the Dubai School of Government, and the Sheikh al Qasimi Foundation for Policy Research, based in Ras al Khaimah, both in the United Arab Emirates. Through a reception at CIES, hosted by the Foundation, Dr. Natasha Ridge, who is Founding Secretary of the GCES and a Director at the Sheikh al Qasimi Foundation, generously allowed the GCES to officially announce the new society to a large and diverse audience of conference attendees. 

The GCES aims to become an inclusive education society, with plans to launch an online discussion forum and a regional comparative and international education conference during the first few months of 2010. The GCES board is also working closely with the World Council of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES) to become a full constituent member, and membership should be gained by the end of 2009.

Founded in 2008, the Gulf Comparative Education Society was formed to enable academic, professional and educational discourse, from a comparative stance, with a focus on the Arabian / Persian Gulf region.

The Gulf Comparative Education Society aims to develop collaborative and individual research and activities that explore educational issues that impact the region.

As the Gulf Comparative Education Society grows, it will be hosting regional meetings, conferences and workshops, as well as launch a newsletter as a way to share research and news among members.

Membership, at a nominal rate, offers access to other members, newsletters, conference and meeting discounts, voting rights, and support for the work of the society, which is a self-funding and non-profit organization.

The GCES would like to invite you to join, by visiting the website - www.gces.me. If you have any questions, please contact the society via info@gces.me.

The GCES hopes you will spend a moment to visit the Gulf Comparative Education Society website, and it will be updated regularly, with new features added as the society grows and develops. 

Dr. Daniel Kirk - dkirk@aus.edu


